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Guest speaker : Nuraini Muhammad Naim (Malaysia)

Title : More than just pantun:

Exploring Malay poetry, music & traditions

Abstract : Malay culture is rich with oral traditions, where poetry, music, and artistic
expressions have long played a central role in storytelling, social customs, and identity
formation. While pantun - a structured quatrain poetic form - has gained international
recognition through UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage, Malay literature and
traditions extend far beyond it. This presentation delves into the diverse world of
Malay poetry, music, and artistic traditions, revealing their historical, social, and
intercultural significance. Although sharing basic similarities with neighboring
countries, Malaysian Malay traditions have uniquely evolved through a rich tapestry of
influences. Today, the Malay cultural identity remains vibrant and resilient in the

modern world.




